CHAPTER I

THE SOUL OF INDIA

THE soul of a nation is its inner life and genius expressing
itself in its manifold activities and imparting its peculiar
meaning to them. Each nation develops a svadharma along
the lines of its individuality and contributes its share to the
soul of the universe, like a facet in a precious stone. India
is the symbol of soul-power and s'anti (spiritual serenity).
She stands for spiritual unity and synthetic vision. Brute
force works by terrorism and cowardice and breeds bitterness;

but India knows the art of transmuting such force into a
beneficent and redemptive activity. The heart of India lies
in her capacity for harmonising differences, in assimilating
alien cultures and absorbing whatever is true and good in them.
India is as free and fresh today as she was in the dawn of
her civilization. She has suffered from infinite hazards and
hardships and still her staying and sustaining power is
amazing ; she stands deathless and soars to the heavens with
her Himalai^n serenity and vivifies the world with her
Gangetic goodness and love.

It is the innate aspiration of India to realise the unity
of things. The bewildering variety presented by modern
India in all aspects of life sometimes fills the best of her
sons with doubt and despair. But the infinity of the details